
  Space Travel READING

Read the 
article and 

discuss.

In 2002, the entrepreneur, Elon Musk surprised the business world by founding SpaceX, 
a private aerospace company which aims colonize Mars.  As of 2019, their first cargo 
mission is forecast to land on Mars in 2022 with the goal of setting up initial power and 
life support infrastructure.  The follow up mission is scheduled for 2024, which will in-
clude both cargo and crew.  Ships from both of these 
missions will remain on Mars and will be part of the 
first Mars base from which a self-sustaining human 
population will grow.

Intergalactic Life 
WARM-UP :  Would you want to be an astronaut? Do you think it’s necessary for humans to explore 
	          space and colonize other planets?

Topic 4: Intergalantic Life   |   12

  Useful Vocabulary

extrepreneur
colonize
forecast
initial

infrastructure
self-sustaining
envision
orbit

phenomenon
flatten
crop
stalk

crop
stalk
devilish
notable

catastrophe
extraterrestrial 
gigantic
planets

1. Would you willing to go to Mars if it is only a one-way trip?

2. What jobs do you think would be the most important on Mars?  Do you think your current job 

would be needed on Mars?  How might you be able to contribute your skills if you were sent to Mars?

3. If you would go to Mars, which three people would you want to go with you?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

A similar aerospace company to SpaceX is Blue Origins, which was founded by Jeff Bezos 
in 2000.  However their approach to space exploration is far more step-by-step.  Blue 
Origin’s plan is to develop suborbital and orbital flights, which can be taken by commercial 

Fig. 4a: SpaceX Rocket
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

SETI is an institute that searches for extraterrestrial intelligence.  
So far they have not found anything, but they believe that because 
the universe is so gigantic, there must be alien life somewhere out 
there. SETI have found evidence of stars similar to the sun, and 
planets similar to Earth.

4. Would you be interested in taking a suborbital or orbital flight for fun?

5. Do you think it is a good business idea to build a space amusement 

    park? Would you invest in such a project?

6. Is it necessary for humans to have a way to escape Earth in case of a catastrophe?  Do you think we as 

    humans, are doing good job to preserve Earth for our children and grandchildren?

passengers.  As a young boy Bezos envisioned a space station orbiting the Earth, 
which could be visited and enjoyed by space-tourists.  This “space amusement park” 
could also serve as an orbiting colony for humans to escape to in case of a possible 
catastrophe on earth.

Where are Aliens Hiding?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7. Do you think there is life on other planets? Will we ever find alien life? Have aliens already found us?

8. Do you think it is worth it for the government to spend tax money searching for aliens?

9. What do you think we should do if we find aliens living on another planet?

Some people believe that aliens have already found Earth. Crop circles are a strange phe-
nomenon often attributed to aliens. These extremely detailed patterns of flattened crops 
have been found in fields across the world. Even though the stalks are bent, the crop con-
tinues to grow as normal. The earliest record of a crop circle dates back to the 1500s. A 
17th century English woodcut shows a devilish creature making a crop circle.  Patterns are 
usually created overnight, although some are reported to have appeared during the day. 

Fig. 4b: Spacecraft

Fig. 4c: SETI Array Dish 

READING

Read the 
article and 
discuss.

Blue Origin’s Mission

 Recommended
  Video 

YouTube Video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D1YOL89kY8Og
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10. Do you think crop circles can be attributed to aliens? If not, where did they come from? If so, why

     did they make them?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

In 1991, a notable circle investigator publicly certified a crop circle 
in England as impossible to have been made by human hand.  
Soon after, two hoaxers named Bower and Chorley, admitted to 
creating that circle and many more with simple ropes and boards.

11. Do you think the “hoaxers” really made the circles with simple tools or were they just trying to

      get attention? 

12. If scientists had discovered a wormhole, such as in the film Interstellar, what would humans

       be doing now?  Would you like to go through a wormhole to explore other galaxies?

13. What do you think humans will be like in 200 years? Will we be a lot different? How?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Definite:
	 h will/ going to+ base verb
		  Example: Humans will colonize other planets in my lifetime.

		  Example: Humans are going to spread to other galaxies in my lifetime. 

		  Question: Are humans going to colonize the moon in your lifetime?

Indefinite:
	 h Might be able to/could/will probably + base verb
		  Example: Humans might be able to land on Mars in the next decade.

		  Example: Humans could find alien life sometime soon.

		  Example: Humans will probably not need to fight aliens someday.

		  Question: Will humans probably need to leave earth because of pollution?

  GRAMMAR POINT: Expressing Preference

Fig. 4d: Crop Circle


